Tonya, Jason,
& Keaton
Hello! Greetings from New
York City! We are Tonya, Jason,
and Keaton, and we are honored
that you are taking the time
to get to know us. We cannot
express to you how excited we
are to be moving toward the
adoption of our second child. We
hope that these pages give you
an honest idea of who we are.
We thank you for your courage
and selflessness in considering
the best path for your child and
we hope that your journey leads
to clarity and peace.
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On a hike in the Catskills

Our story began on a dating website. Jason had this unbelievable
picture of himself with his arms thrown open and his head thrown
back in the middle of a field of flowers. And also a picture of he
and his niece hugging each other tight. Tonya couldn’t resist the
joy exhibited in both. We went dancing on the 4th date and the
journey began. Three years later we got married on a beach in
Mexico with our immediate and chosen family. A year and a half
after that, our son was born. Since the beginning, our plans have
included adoption. Jason has always seen that passionately in his
future, and Tonya loved the idea when it was presented. For now,
we are a family of three, with a two-year-old son, who is our light
in every way. Our strength comes from the love that binds us. We
can’t wait for the next chapter of our family’s story.

“Jason is the most principled person I know. He is a thoughtful
person who believes what he believes after much deliberation, never
just taking things at face value, and he tempers all that with so much
joy and silliness! He loves music. He played piano for years with a
cover band made up of work colleagues. And he sings in a glee club,
with guys that have become family to him. He is great at maintaining
friendships. In the realm of work, Jason has had an incredible
journey. He started out as a child actor, his career culminating in a
regular role on a TV show. He started a professional theatre out west,
worked in software development for many years, and then went back
to school to pursue a degree in public policy. Now he works for NY
state, where he is actively working to save our climate. Jason is an
unbelievable father. He loves Keaton with his whole being.” —Tonya

“Tonya is a light, easygoing person. She is humane, warm, funny,
and a free spirit. She will get ruffled at injustice. Tonya is from
a quiet suburban community in Ohio and is very proud of her
midwestern roots. She’s a twin, and is especially close to her sister
Tracy. Tonya is also proud of how close she is to her whole family.
Tonya studied Musical Theatre. She moved to NYC to start making
a living on stage, spending years on tours, until she was invited to
join the company of a hit Broadway show, where she remains today.
Through force of will, Tonya made it happen. She’s a great mover, a
lovely dancer and is passionate about her craft — it shows on stage.
Tonya also earned teaching certifications for both adult yoga and kids
yoga. As a mom, she’s deeply devoted to our son Keaton. She will be
a superb mother to the child that completes our family.” —Jason

We have a two year old named Keaton Rhys, who is a ball of cute.
He’s got gorgeous gigantic blue eyes. He’s got a non-stop motor
and loves to tumble. He’s been a fast learner and excellent mimic.
Tonya has led the charge, first teaching him sign language (which
he picked up beautifully) and now rapidly expanding his spoken
vocabulary. He loves to be tickled (even asking for it) and tries
to tickle back. Keaton loves to laugh, is curious about everything,
and is incredibly easy-going, almost always in a chill, happy mood.
Keaton loves cars and trucks at the moment, is crazy obsessed with
dogs and trains, adorably sings his favorite songs, and is fearless
on his scooter. We’re grateful that he’s very comfortable around
others, saying “Hi” to random people on the street, especially other
kids. We think he’ll make a wonderful big brother.

OUR HOME

We are an incredibly silly household who love to
laugh. We live in Astoria, NY, a family friendly
neighborhood in Queens. It’s an urban, residential
community about five miles from midtown
Manhattan. The diverse food options in Astoria
are excellent. There are numerous kid-centric
places that offer classes and places to play and
be creative. It feels homey and very welcoming.
We have a comfortable two-bedroom apartment
in a well kept two-family house. Our warm home
is kid-friendly, plant-friendly, and filled with art,
pictures, toys, and books. We take full advantage
of the great big park on the waterfront a half
mile away in all but the coldest months. Keaton
has proudly turned every corner of our home
and our backyard into imaginative play spaces.
We’re delighted to live in Keaton’s world. We
also spend a lot of time outside, playing and
relaxing on our back patio and walking to the
nearby park on the river. As active people, we are
always looking for ways to get moving together
— we go rollerblading (yes, rollerblading), biking,
swimming. We also love getting out of the city to
catch our breath in nature, often going hiking in
the mountains just north of NYC.

OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS
Both of us are family people. It’s one of the things that drew us
together. Both families are really part of our daily lives, even more so in
the midst of the Covid pandemic. Video calls with grandparents on both
sides are an almost daily occurrence, as are calls with our sisters and
their kids. Our friends truly are our chosen family. We cherish them.
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With Gratitude. It goes without saying that life

is complicated and messy and hard. We know that. And we
also know that we can emerge from adversity to discover truly
beautiful things. We hope to find something beautiful in the
next chapter of building our family. It is with so much gratitude
that we humbly thank you for learning about us. If we look like
we might be a good fit, we look forward to hearing from you. If
not, we wish you all the best on your journey. Thank you.

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS FAMILY

This is a preview of our adoption profile. Please visit our complete online profile,
where you will be able to find many of our pictures and read more about us:

www.friendsinadoption.org/jason-tonya

Scan the QR
code using your
smartphone or
tablet to access
this online profile.

OCCUPATION

HOBBIES

FAVORITE PLACES

FAVORITE FOODS

FAVORITE MUSIC

Jason

WORKING ON
CLIMATE CHANGE

FOOTBALL, DANCING,
A CAPPELLA, PIANO

TRAVELS TO
NEW COUNTRIES

ETHIOPIAN FOOD,
INDIAN FOOD

BILLY JOEL, CLASSICAL
MUSIC, & GYPSY JAZZ

Tonya

BROADWAY
PERFORMER

YOGA, READING,
BAKING, ARTSY CRAFTS

BEACH!, CREEK TRAILS,
DANCE STUDIOS

ADORABLE
TWO YEAR OLD

RUNNING,
EXPLORING

MOMMY & DAD’S BED,
THE PARK, THE COUCH

Keaton

PEPPERONI PIZZA,
CHOC. CHIP COOKIES
INDIAN, MACARONIS,
PEAS

1-800-982-3678

POP COUNTRY,
SINGER/SONGWRITER
LAURIE BERKNER
BAND

1-800-98-ADOPT

